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THE DUNG BEETLE

Five Jrl’\ings dung beetles do with poor They liveinit. EaJr it. Roll it info balls. Woo
girhcrien&s wiﬂﬁ it. And chill on Jrop of it fo ConJrro| H'meir bod\/ JremperaJrur‘e.

Dung beetles can be divided in three |arge CaJregoriesi rollers, tunnellers and
dwellers. Rollers search for dung far away from their homes. When They
find i‘h ﬂwey collectitinthe Shape of the balls which Jrhey roll back fo their
burrows. Tunnellers search for dung and when Jrlﬁey find iJr, Jrlﬁey &ig a Tunnel

where ﬂ’le\/ will erore it. Dwe”ers pro&uce &ung on Jrheir own a+ Jrheir homes.

Some Species of &ung beeﬂes |a\/ ﬂ'}eir eggs in ﬂ'le ba” of c{ung. Beoause of
Jrhis, larvae can SfarJr eaﬁng ﬂ’)e minque ﬂ'mey hajrch from eggs.

Dung beetle can also steal a dung ball from another beefle. If the eggs and larvae are already placed inside the

ba”, H’me Jrl’xie1C will eaJr a” of Jr|’1em.

Some (Jung beeﬂes ride on ﬂﬁe animals, whose chces Jrhey ke To eaJr, uniil Jr|’1e\/ are ready To poop.

AHer an animal releases i-]-S ?eces, -H'le &ung beeﬂejumps dOWn and eraﬂL -I'O ?eaer. Oﬂ’\er CIUI’lg beeﬂes use ﬂ’meir
sense O'F Sme” 'I'O Cle-l'eC'l' H’]e C]Uﬂg 'H’]G\/ prefer.

Dung beeﬂes are very SJrrong anima|s. The\/ cancarry ﬂ\e weigl'ﬂ' whichis ﬁH\/ Jrimes heavier Jrhan ‘H\eir bo&y
weithr. Tl’le\/ can also Hip Hop on Jrop of ‘H\eir poop ba”s.

Average lifespan of dung beetlesis three fo five years, depending on the species.

| -~ African dung beetle navigate and orient themselves by using the stars of the Miky Way

as H’}eir CeIeSJﬁal compass.

Dung beeﬂes serve a number 01C impor‘fanJr roles in ﬂle ecosys]Lemi Soil aeraJrion. Soil
structure. Improve nuTrient Cycling. Forage growfh. Break down &ung. Overa”, ﬂﬁey
help Turn grass green for animals fo eaJr.
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