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habitat terminology crossword puzzle

across: down: 

9. a place giving protection in weather or danger

5. 

8. 

6. 

3. any nutritious substance that people or 
animals eat or drink

2. 

7. the natural home or environment of an animal

1. an animal that naturally preys on others

4. 
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habitat terminology crossword puzzle answers

across: down: 

9. a place giving protection in weather or danger

5. 

8. 

6. 

3. any nutritious substance that people or 
animals eat or drink

2. 

7. the natural home or environment of an animal

1. an animal that naturally preys on others

4. 
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habitat Research Cards

OBJECTIVE: To research and construct a representation of a specific animal’s habitat.

MATERIALS:
•	 * Dream Big, the book
•	 * Research Card (Guide, pg. 6)
•	 * Cardstock
•	 * Research materials - books, magazines, on-line articles
•	 * Dream Big Animal Fun Facts Sheets found on author’s website - www.katkronenberg.com
•	
•	
PROCEDURE:
•	 * Instruct students to choose which habitat they would like to research, that of the African     

termite, the flamingo, the butterfly, the frog, or the baboon.
•	 * Print Research Card on cardstock.
•	 * Using Research Materials or the Dream Big Animal Fun Facts Sheets, discover answers to 

the questions listed on the Research Cards.
•	 *Use the research information to inform the diorama construction and design.



6

DREAM  BIG
ISBN: 978-1-62634-347-4
www.katkronenberg.com

Guides by deb
www.debbiegonzales.com

RESEARCH CARD

ANIMAL NAME: 

EATS? 

SHELTER? 

PREDATORS?  

HABITAT DESCRIPTION? 

PROTECTION? 

INTERESTING FACT? 
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habitat project diorama construction

OBJECTIVE: To research and construct a representation of a specific animal’s habitat.

MATERIALS:
•	 * Dream Big, the book
•	 * Research Card (Guide, pg. 6)
•	 * Cardstock
•	 * Research materials - books, magazines, on-line articles
•	 * Dream Big Animal Fun Facts Sheets found on author’s website - www.katkronenberg.com
•	 * Illustrated graphics of animals featured in Dream Big (Guide, pg. 9)
•	
    For Folded Paper Diorama (Guide, pg. 8):
•	 * Sheet of computer paper
•	 * Tape
•	 * Glue
•	 * Scissors
•	 * Art materials such as markers, construction paper, bits of foil, cotton balls, etc.
•	 * Natural materials such as small sticks, dirt, leaves, etc. 
•	
   For Shoe Box Diorama:
•	 * A shoebox
•	 * Tape
•	 * Glue
•	 * Scissors
•	 * Art materials such as markers, construction paper, bits of foil, cotton balls, etc.
•	 * Natural materials such as small sticks, dirt, leaves, etc. 
•	 * Note: Access shoe box diorama  instructions presented by Jimmie Lanley’s Felt Magnet 

website at www.feltmagnet.com. 
•	
PROCEDURE:
•	 * Construct a diorama using either the folded paper method or the shoe box instructions.
•	 * Use the information gathered on the Research Cards to inform the desing and 

construction of the Habitat Project Diorama. 
•	 * Print animal illustration (Guide, pg. 9) on cardstock. Use scissors to trim around border. 

Use tape to secure illustration to the base of the diorama. 
•	 * Arrange natural objects, or draw pictures of flora and fauna that can be found in the 

animal’s habitat in the diorama. (Make certain to add a tab at the base of drawings to use to 
secure artwork to the base of the diorama.)

•	 Encourage students to give an oral presentation describing the importance of various 
aspects of each habitat by stating how they contribute to the particular animals’ survival.

REFERENCE: Lanley, Jimmie. “Making a Shoebox Diorama.” FeltMagnet. Web. 30 June 2016.

https://feltmagnet.com/crafts/shoebox-diorama
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folded paper diorama instructions

Supplies: 
* sheet of paper
* scissors
* tape

Step 1: 
Shutter-fold 
lengthwise 

Step 2: 
Fold in half 
width-wise

Step 3: 
Use scissors 
to trim crease 
created in Step 2

Step 4: 
Fold outer 
corners 
forward

Step 5: 
Use scissors to 
trime creases 
created by Step 4

Step 6: 
Form diorama 
by securing 
sides with tape

Step 7: 
Create a tab 
at the base of 
illustrations 

Step 8: 
Secure illustrations to 
base of diorama.
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tabbed animal illustrations

tab

tab

tab

tab

tab
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Habitat Project puppet patterns 

OBJECTIVE: To use a craft project to better understand the characteristics of the animals 
portrayed in the story.

MATERIALS:
•	 * Puppet patterns (Guide, pgs. 11 to 13)
•	 * Cardstock
•	 * Scissors
•	 * Tape or glue sticks (if needed)
•	 * Markers
•	 * Strips of ribbon (for Flamingo puppet)
•	
PROCEDURE: 
•	 * Print puppet patterns on cardstock.
•	 * Use scissors to trim around puppet pattern borders.
•	 * Follow the construction instructions listed on each specific puppet pattern 
•	 * Use tape or glue to secure any loose pieces for each puppet.
•	 * Encourage students to give an oral presentation describing the importance of various 

aspects of each habitat by stating how they contribute to the particular animals’ survival. 
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The caterpillar

The baboon

* Color the caterpillar puppet.
* Trim around border.
* Cut out finger holes.
* Create caterpillar legs by 
inserting fingertips in the 
fingerholes.

* Color the baboon puppet.
* Trim around border.
* Cut out finger holes.
* Create legs by inserting 
fingertips in the fingerholes.
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The frog

The butterfly

* Color the frog puppet.
* Trim around border.
* Cut out finger holes.
* Create legs by inserting 
fingertips in the fingerholes.

* Color the butterfly puppet.
* Trim around border.
* Cut on dotted line.

* Slip finger through the 
tab created by cutting 
on dotted line. 
* Simulate butterfly 
flutter. 
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The flamingo

* Color the flamingo puppet.
* Trim around borders.
* Cut 3 pieces of ribbon.
* Create flamingo neck and 
legs by securing webbed 
feet, head, and  body 
together with ribbon and 
tape. 
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Habitat Project report

OBJECTIVE: To identify and describe defining aspects of habitats as they relate to the animals 
featured in Dream Big, 

MATERIALS:
•	 * Dream Big, the book
•	 * Dream Big Animal Fun Fact Sheets
•	 * Habitat Research Cards
•	 * Completed Diorama
•	 * Dream Big Puppets
•	 * Report Paper (Guide, pg. 15)
•	 * Pencil
•	 * Markers

PROCEDURE:
•	 * Instruct students to consider all of the projects completed in the Habitat Puppet Project.  

* Discuss aspects of each animals’ habitats by noting the similarities and differences of 
each. Guide students to describe:

•	 	 - What the animal(s) eat
•	 	 - Where and how do they find shelter
•	 	 - How the animal(s) protect themselves from predators
•	 	 - List important aspects of their habitats
•	 	 - Identify an interesting fact 
•	 * Using the Report Paper and pencil, instruct the students to write a short essay answering 

the question “What is a Habitat?”  Explain that they may use examples from the Habitat 
Puppet Project to support their claims. Students may illustrate their work.

•	 * Excourage students to share their work with others. 
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what is a habitat? 
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academic standards alignment
Common core state standards:

English Language Arts Standards » Reading: Literature

English Language Arts Standards » Writing
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English Language Arts Standards » Language

English Language Arts Standards » Speaking & Listening
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NExt generation science standards:
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Texas essential knowledge & Skills:

English Language Arts and Reading
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Science


