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the savanna

Long ago in the wilds of East Africa, when the savannas were new
and the animals just got their names, a mean moody Baboon discovered

one of Life’s Most Powerful Secrets.

- Shhh - 

DISCUSS:
* Consider what the phrases “Long ago,” and “when the savannas were new” reveal about 
when and where this story takes place. 
* If the story takes place when "animals just got their names", then consider how original and 
new the animals' experiences would be. 
* Define the words “mean” and “moody”. If Baboon is described as being mean and moody, 
predict what his character will be like.
* Tell what you know about secrets. Explain what a “powerful” secret means to you.

EXPLORE  - THE SAVANNA:
Objective: To explore the setting of the story through a study of the biomes of Africa. 

Materials:
* DREAM  BIG
* The Biomes of Africa Master Map (Guide, pg. 4)
* The Biomes of Africa Outline Map (Guide, pg. 5)
* Markers or colored pencils

Procedure:
* Print the Biomes of Africa Master Map and the Biomes of Africa Outline Map. 
* Observe the colored regions depicted on the Biomes of Africa Master Map. Explain that 
these regions represent areas that have special climates and climate, plants, and animals. 
Explain that these regions are known as “biomes.”  The story DREAM BIG takes place on a 
biome known as the savanna.
* Use the Biomes of Africa Master Map as a guide to color the Biomes of Africa Outline Map, 
identifying the biomes featured there. Talk about the climates, plants, and animals that exist in 
the various biomes. 
* Using the Biomes of Africa Master Map as a guide, label the Compass Rose with the correct 
directional terms.
* Discover where the savanna of East Africa is located. Discuss why and how this certain 
biome located in its particular place in Africa is important to the story. Explore how the 
climate, plants, and animals of the savanna contribute to the over all plot and theme of DREAM 
BIG.
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The Biomes of Africa Master Map

NORTH

EASTWEST

SOUTH

Desert - dry, sandy, hot, few plants survive here

Mountians - huge, steep sides, cooler temperatures at higher elevations 

Tropical Forests - hot, humid, rainy, lush vegation

Savanna - flat, dry tropical grassland, 

Compass Rose
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The Biomes of Africa outline Map

Desert - dry, sandy, hot, few plants survive here

Mountians - huge, steep sides, cooler temperatures at higher elevations 

Tropical Forests - hot, humid, rainy, lush vegation

Savanna - flat, dry tropical grassland, 

Compass Rose
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metamorphosis - caterpillar

It all began one starry night when Baboon noticed
Caterpillar look up at her twinkling star and make a wish,

"Oh, I wish I could be like Bird and fly."

DISCUSS:
* Explain what the line "her twinkling star" suggests. Is it possible for Caterpillar to have a star of 
her own in the sky? How so?
* If Caterpillar is able to wish upon an star and have her dreams come true, could the same 
experience be true for others? For you? Explain your answer.
* Consider why it is important that Baboon noticed Caterpillar making her wish. Discuss the affect 
Caterpillar's wish has upon Baboon.
* Discuss how Caterpillar's unlikely wish to fly is an example of dreaming big. 

EXPLORE  - CATERPILLAR'S METAMORPHOSIS:
Objective: To study the life cycle of a butterfly. 

Materials:
* DREAM  BIG
* The Life Cycle of the Butterfly Graphic Organizer (Guide, pg. 7)
* Reference materials
*  Markers or colored pencils

Procedure:
* Print the Life Cycle of the Butterfly Graphic 
Organizer.
* Discuss the butterfly's process of 
metamorphosis - its transformation from an 
egg, to caterpillar, then to pupa, and finally the 
butterfly. Use reference  materials to study 
the butterfly life cycle in depth.
* Using the Life Cycle of the Butterfly Graphic 
Organizer, instruct students to draw the 
butterfly at the different stages of the life 
cycle in the corresponding labeled frames 
and to write a sentence describing each 
stage.
* Encourage students to share their work with the class. 
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metamorphosis - TADPOLE

Time passed.
Tadpole turned, swam to the surface.

Looked up.
Smiled big and

Clap, clap, clapped, "But I can! I believe. . ."

DISCUSS:
* Identify the reasons why Tadpole is determined to be able to dance one day. 
* Explain why Baboon is resistent to believe that Tadpole can achieve his dream.
* Define the word courage. Tell how Tadpole showed courage by clapping and stating that he 
believed in himself. 
* The word faith means hope, truth, and  belief. Discuss how Tadpole demonstrated faith in 
himself and in the goodness of others. 
* Discuss how dreaming big requires hope, truth and belief. Explain how it takes courage to risk 
dreaming big, like Tadpole did.

EXPLORE - TADPOLE'S METAMORPHOSIS:
Objective: To study the life cycle of a frog. 

Materials:
* DREAM  BIG
* The Life Cycle of the Frog Graphic Organizer (Guide, pg. 9)
* Reference materials
*  Markers or colored pencils

Procedure:
* Print the Life Cycle of the Frog Graphic Organizer.
* Discuss the frog's process of metamorphosis 
-  the transformation from an egg, to tadpole, then 
to froglet, and finally the adult frog. Use reference  
materials to study the frog life cycle in depth.
* Using the Life Cycle of the Frog Graphic Organizer, 
instruct students to draw the frog at the different 
stages of the life cycle in the corresponding 
labeled frames and to write a sentence describing 
each stage.
* Encourage students to share their work with the 
class. 
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light your stardust

"Now pound your drum
Shake. Dream. Jive.
Light your stardust

You will thrive!"

DISCUSS:
* Discuss the source and purpose of stardust. Where does it come from? What is it made 
from?  
* If stardust is truly dust that comes from stars, is it a magical and powerful substance? 
Explain your answer.
* Describe the affect dreaming big had on Baboon. Identify the point in the story where 
Baboon decided that he wanted to change his way of being.
* Discuss how Baboon's character changed throughout the course of the story - transformed 
from being mean and moody to caring and concerned. Explain how this character change 
came about. 
* Tell how Baboon demonstrated courage and faith by dreaming big.
* If Baboon's discovery that we are all made of stardust is true, does this mean that there is a 
magical and powerful substance within us all? How so?

EXPLORE - STARDUST:
Objective: To write a creative piece exploring the magical potential of stardust. 

Materials:
* DREAM  BIG
* Light Your Stardust Writing Sheet (Guide, pg. 10)
* Pencil
* Markers

Procedure:
* Print the Light Your Stardust Writing Sheet. 
* Instruct students to write and illustrate a short informational piece defining the power of 
stardust. Have the students clarify the IGNITE and INVITE process. Direct them to explain 
how the power of CATCH-M is beneficial to all living beings.
* Encourage students to share their work with the class. 
	



11

Dream big
Written by Kat Kronenberg     www.katkronenberg.com       Guide by Debbie Gonzales    www.debbiegonzales.com

Light your Stardust
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dream big word search

STARDUST			  DREAM 			   BIG
BELIEVE 			   FAITH 			   COURAGE
BABOON 			   BUTTERFLY 		  CATERPILLAR
TADPOLE 			   FROG 			   FLAMINGO
TERMITE 			   TWINKLE 			  IGNITE
INVITE 			   DANCE



13

Dream big
Written by Kat Kronenberg     www.katkronenberg.com       Guide by Debbie Gonzales    www.debbiegonzales.com

dream big word search answers

STARDUST			  DREAM 			   BIG
BELIEVE 			   FAITH 			   COURAGE
BABOON 			   BUTTERFLY 		  CATERPILLAR
TADPOLE 			   FROG 			   FLAMINGO
TERMITE 			   TWINKLE 			  IGNITE
INVITE 			   DANCE



Academic standards Alignment

English Language Arts Standards » Writing
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