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THE FLAMINGO

F|dmingos can ‘run’ on water with their webbed feet.

F|amingos love to eat smadll insec’rs,shrimp, snails, and
algae.

To cap+ure food, F|amingos first p|unge their heads in
the water. Then ’rheg twist their head upside down and,
scoop their food with their upper beak like ashovel. |

F|amingo fermadles |oy one eggin shallow hole at the
fop of their nes’r. which looks like a mound of dirt near
uuqi'eruucgs.

F|dmingo pcren’rs take turns siH’ing on the eggqg,

When F|omingos are first born, their feathers are douung white and their bills are
s’rrqig|'\+. The bill grdduo"g turns downward as the Flamingo matures.

Flcmingo por‘emls iden’rifg their oFFspring bg the sound of their voice.

After about three weeks, as the flamingo matures, their feathers change to
gray. The adults herd these young flamingos into large groups cdlled ‘créches:
where ﬂ'\eg begin to learn how to find food on their own.

As adults, F|omingo c:o|oring is based on the fgpes of food that H'\eg eat. Their
brigM pink and orange coloring is gauged bg the amount of Beta Cartene found in

their food source.
The F|qmingo's webbed feet allow for the bird to stand firm in muddy water.
A ﬂqmingo's brain is smaller than its eges!

Flamingos can survive to become almost H0 years old.
Theg live in groups cdlled ‘colonies’ comprised of
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